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A DIFFICULT SEASON COMES TO AN END 


There is no doubt that this has been a difficult season for the Old Wilsonians’ Cricket Club but, and thankfully, we have come through it without too much damage to repair 

Both the 1st and 2nd Xls maintained their positions in the Kent League whilst the picture  with regard to the 3’s, 4’s and 5’s, who play in the Regional League, may not be known for some time as there is some confusion, and much concern, about this competition which will take some time to unravel 

We have missed a number of players this year and we hope they will return next season, which will both strengthen our sides and see some familiar faces at Hayes – it seems that some have taken a sabbatical and will, hopefully, come back refreshed and eager to play again 

We still have our two awards evenings to come – colts and seniors  - occasions to relax and enjoy a meal and to honour the stand-out players of the season and those without whom the Club would simply not be able to function 

And then, of course, there is our AGM on: Tuesday October 15th  when, and I know this is a cliché, you have the opportunity to put your point of view about the future of the Club,  and get more involved to ensure that those views come to fruition 

Pleased to report that we  now have Clubmark status again, having satisfied the criteria that this entails, and thanks to Stephen Millward for helping us to achieve this. It has taken him many hours of hard work to do so and we must ensure, as a mark of respect for all he has done, and Ian and Denise Pilgrim before him, that we never lose this accreditation again 

The playing season may be over but we are already preparing for the next one and your committee will be working hard throughout the Winter months  to ensure that is starts in a positive manner and to put right the errors we made in 2019 

We traditionally start Winter Nets in January but this year there may well be pre-Christmas Nets as well as post Christmas to help everyone stay in trim and keep their minds on the game 

Finally a few words about this publication, which has now reached issue No 177 and will continue to be published during the Winter, albeit not on a monthly basis 

I’m not sure if anyone reads it -  apart from Derek Seston; thanks Derek   - and there seems to be a reluctance to make contributions – I have received more from members of other Clubs than Old Wilsonians! 

I appreciate that most of you rely on more modern forms of communication – e,g, Facebook, WhatsApp, WhatsDown, WattsRoundthecorner etc and, of course, our website, but I  like to think that there is still room for a newsletter 

I endeavour to put reports of all of our senior  games on the respective league web-sites and post them on the notice-board at the Club, whilst Alex Forbes kindly includes them in his weekly round-up of OW news but, and of course, the authenticity of the majority  of these games  leaves a lot to be desired as I don’t see them!

I also appreciate that I am being naïve to expect someone who plays to write a weekly  report – or even a monthly summary – but could I receive an end of season round-up  from all of our sides, please. Apart from anything else they will keep the game alive during the cold evenings and rekindle memories of the summer  




Who to contact and how
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 


07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Jeff Mascarenhas 



07967 484634 (Mobile) 




Email:  jeffmascarenhas17@gmail.com

Vice-Chair 

Dave Welch 




Email:dgwelch1975@sky.com

07528 691488 (Mobile) 
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Alex Forbes




07855 273218  (Mobile) 




Email: Alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Welfare Officer
Jane Kempthorn  



07886 412166 (Mobile)




Email: jane.owccmembership@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 



07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officer :   Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 






Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Doug Forbes 




07768 713795  (M)



Email:  doug.forbes@outlook.com
3rd Xl: 

Josh Holland     



Email: hollandiam26@gmail.com

07494400621  (M)
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Velson Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 




Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
Sunday Friendly
Tony Sherlock




07881 277283 (M)




Email:  tony@cobraconcrete.co.uk 



Paul Jenkins 




Email paul@prjenkinsltd,co.uk

07973 807070 (M) 
T20


Velson Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 



Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjumior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com





August/September    Results 

Hayes Under 19

176 for 4
Under 19
125


Lost by 51 runs 

Minster 


254  for 8
1st Xl

235


Lost by 19 runs 

Catford and Cyphers
199

2nd Xl

123


Lost by 76 runs 

3rd Xl



107

Oakfield Warriors   111 for 2 
 Lost by 8 wickets

4th Xl



103

Old Colfeians 107 for 1

Lost by 9 wickets 

5th Xl





Old Elthamians


OWs conceded 

Bromley


166 for 7
Under 19
74


Lost by 92 runs 

Whitstable 


115

1st Xl  

116 for 5

Won by 5 wickets 

Upchurch 


209 for 9
2nd Xl

133


Lost by 76 runs 
BOCA 1st Xl 


172

3rd Xl 

69


Lost by 102 runs 

Catford and Cyphers 
136

4th Xl

137 for 7

Won by 3 wickets 

5th Xl





Dulwich 6th Xl


OWs conceded 

Sunday Development Xl
156 for 9
Bexley 
147


Won by 9 runs 
Under 19s


112

Bexleyheath 
92


Won by 20 runs 

1st Xl



219 for 8
Sidcup
222 for 4

Lost by 6 wickets 

2nd Xl 



207 for 6
HSBC

116


Won by 91 runs 

Roan & Lambethans
176 for 9
3rd Xl

104  for 6

Lost by 72 runs 

4th Xl 



92 for 9
Sidcup
93 for 2

Lost by 8 wickets 

Hayes



184

Sunday Development   127
Lost by 57 runs 

Under 19


54

Bexley 
57 for 0

Lost by 10 wickets 

UDCUACO


228 for 6
1st Xl

224 for 6

Lost by 4 runs 

2nd Xl 



200

Linden Park 
195 for 7

Won by  5 runs 

Bexleyheath 


137 for 7
3rd Xl

73


Lost by 64 runs 

4th Xl 



92

ODCUACO
94  for 3

Lost by 7 wickets 

5th Xl 





Natwest  2nd Xl


OWs conceded 
Dartford 


260 for 8
1st Xl

152 for 9

Incomplete game

St Lawrence &
Highland Court 

230 for 6
2nd Xl

161


Lost by 69 runs

Bromley 


244 for 2
3rd Xl 

167 for 5

Lost by 77 runs 

4th Xl 



199 for 6
Orpington 
200 for 9

Lost by 1 wicket 
Sunday Development 
194 for 5
Linden Park 
64


Won by 130 runs 

Orpington 


104

1st X1

107 for  3

Won by 7 wickets 
2nd Xl 



177 for 9
Old Colfeians
178 for 7

Lost by 3 wickets 
Blackheath 


127 for 9
3rd Xl

129 for 5

Won by 5 wickets 

Holmesdale


210 for 7
4th Xl

175 for 9

Lost by 35 runs 
EXHAUSTION   SAVES  MINSTER       Minster   254   for   8,    1st  Xl  234 

In his seminal 1965 album, “Bringing it all back home”,  Bob Dylan  sings
“Money doesn’t  talk it swears” from the equally seminal track  “It’s alright Ma (I’m only bleeding)”       

Minster – or should that be ‘Minted’ – arrived at Hayes with a 100% record and the swagger of Champions Elect, although when one of them called me ‘Young man’ you had to question the propriety of their eyesight 

“They have to lose at least one game”, proclaimed our skipper a couple of weeks earlier, so perhaps this was it 


‘Mitch’ won the toss, asked them to bat and when two of the first four balls were dispatched to the boundary, a long afternoon seemed in prospect 

However, in the fourth over Jonathan Rodda, whose use of the new ball has improved immensely over the season, induced a miss-timed shot and Dan Seston kept his nerve to take a gentle catch at mid-off. Our visitors then progressed to 86 before losing another wicket but, and to our great credit, they had taken until the 21st over to get there and 11 overs later they had slumped to 138 for 5, two for the skipper and two for Elliott Bettridge

The latter has become adept of late at coming on and taking a vital wicket in his first over, but this time he excelled himself and took one in his second as well. 

As you would expect from a side of such pedigree, Minster were not finished yet and a sixth wicket stand of 73 helped their cause and a frantic last five overs produced 43 runs, but we had done well to restrict them to five an over after that explosive start.

Our reply started disastrously, Velson glancing the fourth ball down the leg-side to a grateful ‘keeper, but Josh and Syd then battled hard but their respective departures, and those of Akeem and Dan Seston, saw us crash to 91 for 5 in the 19th over – nothing wrong with the run rate but the wickets column was of concern 

Enter the skipper and he and Matt Golding took the score to 160 before a miss-timed hook by the former saw him depart for 40. Jonathan  and Matt then took the score to 195 before another fine catch saw Jonathan depart for 20, after which it became the Matt Golding show 

His own score at this point was 70, and he scored 34 of the 40 we acquired during the remainder of our innings. We needed 23 runs from the last two overs, and Matt was on strike and hit two from the first ball but, try as he might, the couple of boundaries we needed from the remainder of the over would just not come, although he did manage a single from the fifth ball to keep the bowling for the final onslaught. 

The 49th over had shown, quite clearly, that Matt was exhausted, but he summoned all the strength he could muster to score the 20 runs we needed from the last six balls of the game and launched into the first of  the same with the intention of putting it over the mid-wicket boundary but, and, sadly, just failed and a grateful fielder took the catch to be enveloped by his clearly relieved team mates 

This was an out-standing performance from the 1st Xl and, despite the defeat, we had played the better cricket. Matt finished on 104, by far the best innings of the day, all of our bowlers played their part and the catching and ground fielding was almost perfect 

Interesting footnote: We all know about batsmen who count their own runs, but Fabien Cowdrey,  the great nephew of Colin, and who opens the batting for Minster,  not only counts his runs but the number of balls he faces as well! 
Deverajulu Lawrence.J (Syd)Sherlock Golding Ifill (Dan)Seston Mitchell Rodda.J Pryor Bettridge Ellicott-White 
MOM:  Matt Golding – a century, three wickets and an important catch and, as the report indicates, only exhaustion prevented him from being on the winning side 
BUSINESS LIKE PERFORMANCE   BY THE 1st  Xl     Whitstable   115    1st  Xl  116  for  5 

We made the perfect start to this game when Matt Golding clipped the leg stump of their opening bat with his first ball and when he caught and bowled their other opener with the first ball of his third over,  the writing was on the wall for a side who, as a consequence  of this defeat, will be playing Division 3 cricket next season 

A stoic innings by their skipper, who made 21, a late flurry by their numbers 8 and 10 – 20 not out and 13 respectively – was indicative of the frailty of their batting and their top scorer was wides – 28 – which says even more about our bowling, all five of our bowlers being culpable to some degree


Matt finished with 4 for 27, DEW 3 for 21 and James Sims 2 for 25, as we dismissed our hosts in 34 overs 

Whitstable, too, took a wicket with the first ball they bowled, and  there was a second golden duck later in the innings, but thanks to Josh Lawrence (25), Syd Sherlock (20), Akeem Ifill (39) and ‘Mitch’ (18 n.o) we got home with five wickets and more than 21 overs to spare; the game finished at 4-48 

It was also an afternoon when Whitstable used two wicket-keepers – both of whom bowled – and one of the sight-screens blew over; it was one of those days 

Deverajulu Lawrence.J (Syd)Sherlock Ifill Gold Golding Mitchell Sims Rodda.J Pryor Ellicott-White 

MOM:  If you bowl a side out for 115 it has to be a bowler, so Matt’s 4 for 27 claims it 

SIDCUP MOVE CLOSER TO DIVISION   ONE      1st    Xl   219  for    8   Sidcup  222  for   4

Our defeat at Sidcup earlier in the season was difficult to take, and they arrived at Hayes in second place in the division with the scent of promotion tempting their nostrils whilst the1st Xl were experiencing a different sort of smell at the other end of the table 

Sidcup won the toss and asked us to bat only for Velson and Josh to race to 62 in 14 overs before Josh offered a gentle catch in the 15th to depart for 23. Shortly afterwards an inspired bowling change by the visitors saw the new bowler take three quick wickets and we were 108 for 4 in the 27th over,  but with plenty of time, and batting, to come,  a useful total was still on the cards 

Akeem was the next to go, for 37 and with 157 on the board, whilst Dan Seston (25), Mitch (26 n.o) and Jonathan (19) all made useful contributions to see the innings close on 219 for 8, but with points at such a premium, those extra six runs, for an additional batting point, would have been useful. 
However, the philosophy had to be to bowl well and take 18 points from the game. 


And we could not have started better as Jonathan bowled Sam Lockwood with his third ball for 0  - Lockwood has scored over 600 runs so far this season but only four against us and has batted for just 10 balls. And things got better as DEW and Akeem got a wicket each to see our visitors 45 for 3 after 11 overs; could we press home this excellent start?    

It was 34 overs, and more pertinently, 165 runs later before we took another wicket – a run out – by which time Sidcup only needed 20 runs with more than five overs to spare. Could there be a late twist? 
Sadly, No, and the truth is we bowled too many bad overs although, and to be fair, Sidcup’s fourth wicket pair batted very well
Deverajulu Lawrence.J (Syd)Sherlock Golding Ifill (Dan)Seston Mitchell Rodda.J Sims Prior Ellicott-White 

MOM:  Velson – Another battling performance from our opening bat after a couple of failures. He deserves a really big league score and, hopefully, will get one before the end of the season 
SO NEAR AND YET SO   FAR       ODCUACO  228  for  6,   1st   Xl  224  for   6

Another game against a local side, this time at ODCUACO, who gained promotion from Division Three last season and  have acquitted themselves well at the higher level. We batted badly against them in the game at Hayes to be dismissed for 73, and needed to do much better this time in order to help  preserve our Second Division status 

The skipper was away on a well-deserved holiday, so Jonathan Rodda was in charge on one of the hottest days of the season at a ground which, over the years, has favoured the batsmen rather than  the bowlers, two good reasons to bat first, and promptly lost the toss and, unsurprisingly, our hosts elected to bat, their openers putting on 54 and the second wicket pair 40 before we took two quick wickets to reduce them to 113 for 4 in the 34th over. However,  they recovered,  with further partnerships of 49 and 54 to finish on 228 for 6 and we were again guilty of bowling some loose overs in the last ten, although 229 on this wicket was well within our grasp 

DEW was our most successful bowler, both in terms of wickets and economy,  to finish with 2 for 26 from his ten overs, whilst Josh Lawrence took three catches, although our myopic scorer wanted to give him four – it was quite a weekend for those with failing eyesight, as Jack Leach proved 24 hours later! 

We needed a good start but, after 11 overs, were 11 for 3, the top three all back in the pavilion. However Matt and Akeem then put on 102 for the fourth wicket before the latter offered a gentle catch to be dismissed for 50, but the game was still ours for the taking -  108 from the last 15 overs and with six wickets in hand 

Towards the end of the fourth wicket partnership it became apparent that Matt was suffering from cramp and was in need of a runner and although he struggled on stoically,  perhaps it would have been better if he had retired temporarily and come back later and refreshed 

As it was a runner was employed and Matt was………  run out for  69 

But Jacob Gold was  still there and he and Dan Seston put on 31 for the sixth wicket,  of which Dan got (a stylish?) one, and his departure saw ‘the skipper’  stride to the wicket  with 34 needed from the last three overs, and he  promptly  hit the first two balls he received for six in an over that produced 15 runs, but the last two overs went for six and eight respectively to leave us five runs short of our required target 

Jacob Gold finished on an excellent 57 not out – he also hit two sixes but not as quick-fire as Jonathan’s – and just as in the game against Minster, we had just failed to achieve what we almost certainly deserved 

We all know the laws, in this format of cricket, with regard to wides, and we bowled 20 to ODCUACO’s   11. Eliminating this failure in our bowling technique must be a priority 
Deverajulu  Lawrence.J (Syd) Sherlock  Golding Ifill Gold (Dan)Seston Rodda.J Bettridge Pryor Ellicott-White 
MOM:   Matt Golding – a brave innings and, but for the fact that he was suffering from severe cramp, would almost certainly have been a winning one 
THE   WISDOM OF FACEBOOK        Dartford     260   for   8,  1st   Xl  152   for   9

On the morning of this game, at 8 09  a.m, to be precise, the 1st Xl skipper posted the following message on Facebook 
“Jon Rodda and I have been discussing the season, and there will be more on this over the winter, but it’s our batting that is our short fall. There’s only 2 games left this year, and it’s a long winter without cricket. When you bat today, take some ownership. Enjoy being out there and stay out there, you can’t score runs from the pavilion ! No matter what team you play for and what number you bat, you can make a difference. Bottom line is don’t leave it to anyone else and throw away your wicket. Bowlers keep doing what you’re doing ! Good luck today everyone”

Less than 10 hours later our score stood at 58 for 6, four batsmen had failed to score a run  and we were staring defeat in the face and, but for an interruption for rain, the likelihood of gaining just three points from the game and relegation staring us in the face 

Thankfully the determination of Jon Rodda (30 n.o) and Louis Pryor (19) took the total to over 100 and Jon then nursed the tail to 152 for 9 which, with the assistance of that rain, meant that we pocketed an unlikely 10 points 

After the game rumours abounded that Orpington, our fellow strugglers, were being hammered by Ashford Town. Chasing 257 their first four batsmen had accumulated 197 between them but then came a dramatic collapse whereby the remaining seven made only 35 and Orpington won by three runs, meaning that we were five points short of safety 

Going back to Mitch’s Facebook message he had asserted “Bowlers keep doing what you’re doing”   and, indeed, they have done us proud this season, but everyone has a bad day and,  apart from DEW, who took 3 for 30 in his 10 overs, this was theirs 

We now face the prospect of a nail-biting game against Orpington next week knowing  that we need 5 points and they must win but,  and without today’s rain, we would have to have won as well. By the time you read this report that crucial game will have been played -  and see the report below to discover what happened  
(Stan) Sherlock Lawrence.J Golding Gold Ifill (Dan)Seston Mitchell Rodda.J Pryor Bettridge Ellicott-White 
MOM:  Jonathan Rooda -  took heed of that Facebook message  and practiced what he preached 

GAME, SET AND MATCH  OLD   WILSONIANS     Orpington   104,  1st   Xl  107  for  3 

So the 1st Xl will be playing Second Division cricket  again next season,  thanks to this victory against Orpington, which sees them relegated as a consequence 

In the end it was comprehensive and a just reward for their season. The side has faults, certainly, and there have been too many under par performances,  and sometimes the levels of commitment, concentration and the sheer will to win have been lacking, but they are certainly a good Second Division side and should be nearer the top than the bottom

They are led by a skipper who is the epitome of that commitment and the  ‘will to win’ that he inspires in others, and his never say die attitude,  is an example to all,  and although I have never been privy to any of his team talks, they appear to be inspiring – they are certainly long! 

We went into this game knowing that we needed five points in order to survive and that Orpington needed 18 – advantage Old Wilsonians 

The side’s pre-match warm-up, always exhilarating, seemed more intense than ever, and with less than an hour to go, Orpington had not taken to the field  -  advantage Old Wilsonians 

We wanted to bat first, both to secure maximum batting points and, more importantly, to post a score beyond our opponents , confident that,  in order to win, Orpington would have to bat boldly and, as a consequence,  we would take the three wickets we needed to secure the bowling point we needed to secure safety and that, even in defeat, we would survive  -  advantage Old Wilsonians 

Orpington won the toss and elected to bat  -   advantage Orpington, although they must have been mindful of two things; the need to score enough runs to win the game but not at the expense of seeing us pick up maximum bowling points 

On the evidence of this season there is no doubt that our bowling is superior to our batting, so bowling first was something we could handle, particularly in view of Orpington’s needs, and so it proved, as we not only  quickly reduced them to 6 for 2 but made them fight for every run -  at the mid way point of 25 overs they were 34 for 2; to be in control of this game they needed to be 134 for 2 at this point 

We had bowled magnificently and although their danger man hit a quick 43,  we were always in control and dismissed them for 104  -   advantage Old Wilsonians 

DEW again bowled with a meanness that matches his looks,  whilst Jon Rodda, whose bowling has improved so much this season, finished with 1 for 5 from five overs , whilst the skipper took 2 for 32 from his ten overs, but the star of the show was Elliott Bettridge. I have written before about his ability to break partnerships but this time we was virtually a strike bowler, despite being third change, and finished with 4 for 28 from 8 overs, his best ever figures for the 1st Xl,  and the score-board was lit up after the game to promote this fact 

We batted poorly last week -  see the report of the Dartford game – but needing 105 from 50 overs, and the importance of getting them, was obvious to everyone 

Velson and Josh approached the task diligently but did not forget their propensity, and ability, to spot the quick single and it worked…..  until Josh was run out by a direct hit; I suppose it was bound to happen one day, and Velson departed soon afterwards 

Syd and Matt then started to rebuild  - another wicket now would have seen us become jittery and Orpington  buoyant, and they  did so perfectly to the extent that we only needed two when Syd was trapped lbw for 45 and victory was achieved when his partner hit the second ball of the next over for four    -   game, set and match -   Old Wilsonians 
Deveraluju  Lawrence.J (Syd)Sherlock Golding Ifill (Dan)Seston Mitchell Rodda.J  Pryor Bettridge Ellicot-White 

MOM: Elliott Bettridge – by far his best bowling performance for the 1st Xl,  taking  some important wickets in this vital game 

Email to the Editor 
 


Good morning Mike,
I’m the Editor of Notcher’s News (NN), a free quarterly e-newsletter for scorers.
Yesterday I was handed a copy of the Kent Cricket League 2019 handbook opened at your article.
Having read the article I’m writing to ask if you would be willing to share it with the many scorers in the UK and across the world who receive NN.
With your permission I would like to include it in the September issue.  The only alteration I would ask to make is to change the ‘rejoinder’ to ‘response’ as scorers this may be better for some of the scorers whose first language isn’t English.
If you are happy your name would appear above the article but only with your permission.
If you’re not familiar with the newsletter you can find back copies at http://www.notchers.co.uk
Cathy Rawson
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